
 
 
 
 

December 2009 
Volume XV, Issue 3 

City of Bellbrook Community Report 

suggestions to keep your holiday safe: 

�i  When purchasing a live tree, look for the following 
signs of freshness. A fresh tree is green. Needles 
will be hard to pull from the branches when bent 
between your fingers. Fresh needles don’t break 
or easily fall from the tree when it is bounced on 
the ground, only a small number of needles should 
fall off. 

�i  To keep your tree fresh, cut off about two inches 
of the trunk to expose fresh wood for better 
absorption of water.  Keep the tree outside the 
home in water until you are ready to decorate and 
enjoy. 

When placing your tree in the home, make
is kept away from sources of heat such as 
fireplaces and heat vents.  Also attempt to keep 

�i   sure it 
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Natural Gas Safety: Call Before You Dig 
One of the greatest threats to the 
natural gas pipeline system that 
serves our community is third party 
damage.  Excavation damage is a 
significant issue for the natural gas 
pipelines as they can cause injury or 
death if damaged.  If a pipeline is 
damaged, it must be professionally 
repaired and inspected. 

“Call Before You Dig” is a valuable 
slogan from the Ohio Utilities 
Protection Service (OUPS) who must 
be contacted two (2) days before 
any digging, drilling or leveling 
activity.  OUPS can be contacted 
by dialing 811 or 800-362-2764.  
Representatives of our local utility 
companies will come to your 

location and mark any underground 
utilities free of charge. 

Know the signs of a natural gas leak: 

�x Smell: an odor similar to 
sulfur or rotten eggs is 
added to natural gas 

�x See: near a gas leak you 
may be able to see blowing 
dirt, bubbling water or 
unusual dead vegetation 

�x Hear: a leak will cause a 
hissing sound that is able to 
be heard 

If you notice any of these signs of a 
natural gas leak, please leave the 

We think of the holidays as 
happy times, a chance to 
celebrate with family and 
friends.   The Bellbrook Fire 
Department wants to wish 
you and your family a safe 
and happy holiday season, 
and offers the following 

Holiday Fire Safety: From “Your” Bellbrook 
Fire Department 

area immediately.  Smoking or cell 
phone usage may create a spark.  
Call 911 as well as Vectren at 800-
227-1376 and wait at a safe 
distance for first responders to 
arrive. 

For more information, please visit 
www.safegasohio.org. 

 

the tree away from home exits to allow for escape 
in the event of fire. 

Check all lighting before placing it on the tree or 
home. Look for worn or frayed wires and broken 
bulbs. All lighting used should be UL�“ approved 
and follow the manufacturers recommendations on

�i  

 
how many sets should be connected to one power 

�i  

ng

source. 

Take care when using candles. Keep them away 
from other decorative materials and never leave 
them unattended. Candles have been an increasi  
cause of home fires in the past few years. 

Make sure that all smoke detectors in the home 
are working properly. Ba

�i  
tteries should be changed 

annually and detectors more than 10 to 15 years 

g 
lebrate a

old should be replaced. 
 
Remember, fires don’t take a holiday, and by takin
some precautions, you and your family can ce  
fire-safe holiday season.  For more information on 
Holiday Fire Safety, call your Bellbrook Fire 
Department at 848-3272 or visit our website at 

ww.cityofbellbrook.orgw  and click on the Fire link on 
the left hand side of the page. 
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Dear Residents of Bellbrook, 

Here it is already Christmas 2009, and 
once again I have to say "where has the 
year gone?"  For Bellbrook it has been a 
good year, we are still debt free and 
also have paid all our bills and will have 
a carryover to 2010.  There are not 
many cities that can say that in these 
times, especially without a city income 
tax, while only asking for one new tax 
in a number of years, which was for our 
Fire Department.  Much of that can be 
attributed to the wonderful city 
managers we have had over the years, 
first David Hamilton, then our interim, 
Mike Puckett and now Mark Schlagheck, 
and council members who have been 
frugal and careful with the residents' 
monies.  I am proud of each and every 
one of them. 

It is our hope that you too have been 
pleased with the direction that our city 
leaders have taken, but if you have 
not, we would want you to let us know. 
You can contact the city offices, visit 
the city website and send us an email 

Message from the Mayor 
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We’re on the Web! 
www.cityofbellbrook.org 
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or attend our bi-monthly City Council 
meetings on the 2nd & 4th Mondays at 
7:30 PM. 

With that being said, we all would like 
to wish you and yours, a very Merry, 
Happy Holiday Season, in whatever 
manner you may celebrate it, and pray 
that for all of us 2010 will be a 
wonderful, healthy and prosperous 
year.  You are all special to us, and we 
thank you for the opportunity to serve 
you. 
 

Sincerely, 

Mary C. Graves, Mayor 


